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CVG Veteran Spotlight Questionnaire
Richard W. Hauschildt, CDR, USCG (Retired)
Purpose
The Celebrate community is home to many veteran volunteers who quietly make a difference—each with unique stories of service and sacrifice.
As the Founder and past President for 8 years, I would like to honor you with a Veteran Spotlight to be shared with your fellow brothers in arms.
Please set aside your humility for a moment and help me highlight your story by completing the following questionnaire.

Background and Service
If you were an officer, what was the source of your commission (e.g., ROTC, OCS, Academy, Direct Commission)?
U.S. Coast Guard Academy, Class of 1968
What was your branch of service? 
U.S. Coast Guard
What was your service specialty? (MOS/AFSC/Rating, etc.) 
Aviator & Aircraft Maintenance Officer
How many years did you serve?
20 Years, 5 Months
If you did not retire from the military, what was your impetus to ETS?
N/A
What were your major assignments, deployments, or duty stations?
'68-'69: Navigator, Deck Watch Officer, Commissary Officer, Landing Signal Officer, USCGC Durable (WMEC-628), Galveston/Brownsville, TX
'69-'70: Flight Student, Rotary Wing Qualified, Naval Air Basic Training, NAS Pensacola, FL
          '70-'73: HH-52 Aircraft Commander/SAR Alert Duty Pilot/ Aviation Supply Officer, USCG Air Station Houston, TX
'73-'77: HH-52 & HH-3F Aircraft Commander/SAR Alert Duty Pilot, Assistant Aircraft Maintenance Officer (AMO), USCG Air Station Elizabeth City, NC
'77-'80: H-52 Aircraft CDR/SAR Alert Duty Pilot, AMO, USCG Air Station Chicago, IL
          '80-'83: H-52 Aircraft Commander, Senior Aviator deployed aboard USCGC Westwind (WAGB-281) & USCGC Northwind (WAGB-282) for Arctic East, Spring & Fall '81, and USCGC Polar Star (WAGB-10) for Operation Deepfreeze '83, Polar Ops Division, USCG Aviation Training Center, Mobile, AL
         '83-'85 Aircraft Maintenance Division – H-52 & H-3 Aircraft Commander/AMO, USCG Aviation Training Center, Mobile, AL
         '85-'88 Operational Management Division/Chief of Staff - AMO on Commandant's Special Staff for CG Air Interdiction Program; HH-52 Maintenance Officer, Aeronautical Engineering Division, USCG Headquarters, Washington, DC
10/'88 Retired as O-5 from the CG
Did you serve in combat?  If so, when and where? 
No
What were your military awards?  Military rank?
Retired as Commander (O-5)
Awards: Distinguished Flying Cross; Air Medal; CG Unit Commendation Medal with Operational Device (2); Navy Unit Commendation; CG Meritorious Unit Commendation (2); Vietnam Era Armed Services Medal; CG Arctic Service Medal; CG Antarctic Service Medal; CG Sea Service Ribbon; CG Achievement Medal.
What are your reflections on your time in service – most memorable moments, lessons learned, or proudest achievements?
I loved my time in service as a Coast Guard Aviator, having saved hundreds of lives over my career. Also, while serving as the senior aviator with 2 helos, 4 pilots & 12 enlisted crewman on 3 Coast Guard Icebeaker deployments, I got to cross the Arctic Circle twice, the Antarctic Circle, the Equator & the International Dateline.
My most memorable moments involved many of those helicopter rescues, including one that made me somewhat famous in CG Aviation history. On the night of September 2, 1977, all of my H-52 experience was fully challenged when copilot Jeff Kaylor (USN), air crewman Gary Larsen and I performed the defining rescue of my career, hoisting 2 men trapped 250' down inside a 650' smokestack on Wisconsin's Portage River to safety, for which I was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross and later inducted into the CG Academy’s Hall of Heroes.
My lessons learned include the importance of detailed preparation, practice and teamwork; how to lead by example and having the support of a close-knit, loving family.
Life After Service
What civilian career path did you choose after your time in the service?) Please provide a brief overview of your professional life.)
After retiring from active duty in 1988, I had a variety of jobs until retiring for good in 2011 as a Responder Liaison on a DHS contract that assisted Emergency Managers & First Responders at the local, county, state & federal levels to better plan, communicate & coordinate in response to natural & manmade disasters.

What is your educational background – degrees, certifications, etc.?

BS in Engineering; Designation as Coast Guard Aviator #1505; CG Aviation Maintenance Officer; Graduate of USC Aviation Accident Investigation School & Jet Engine Accident Investigation School; FAA Commercial Pilot Designation.
Before and including your move to Celebrate, did you have any community involvement or volunteer activities?
Lots of volunteer activities but not related to HOA committees or board membership.
Did you earn any civilian or community awards/recognitions? No
How has your military experience influenced your life? Of course!
Closing Reflection
Why did you join the military?
I originally applied to several service academies back in the mid-1960s, during the Vietnam War, to receive a good (free) education, followed by service to my country. I chose the Coast Guard because of its peacetime mission as well as its service during times of armed combat.
What does service mean to you now?
It still means the same thing to me that it meant during my time on active duty… I’m proud to call myself a Coast Guard Veteran.
How does the phrase “Service does not end when the uniform is taken off” resonate with you?
I still represent the Coast Guard and continue to provide service to support those on active duty and their families.
Many of my CGA classmates, fellow aviators and others with whom I served remain my closest friends to this day. We are bonded in a brotherhood defined by our sacrifices and service. God Bless all of our veterans!
Thank you for taking the time to share your story—and most of all, for your service.
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